ESE Responses
Response to Mazal Behar
Hello Mazal, I agree with you that the aim of the IDEA is to progress the general education curriculum and to prepare students for future education, employment, and independent living. Building on your discussion, the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) of 2004 made it a general rule that all education departments at the state level track and report the postsecondary goals of students with learning disabilities (Flexer et al., 2012). The postsecondary transition goals focused on education, training, employment as well as independent living skills and according to the IDEA of 2004 such goals were dependent on the interests, preferences and the potential of the students.  
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Response to Joseph R. Jean-Pierre
Hello Joseph, I concur with you in your discussion. The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) of 2004 mainly focuses on developing the general education curriculum of students with learning disabilities and preparing them for more education and the acquisition of employment and independent living skills. To measure the postsecondary outcomes of students with learning disabilities, the United States Department of Education, through the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) developed the indicator 14 that comprises the percentage of postsecondary IEPs youth employed or attending any postsecondary training a year after graduating from secondary education (Flexer et al., 2012). It is essential to measure the postsecondary goals of students with learning disabilities as one of the ways of determining the effectiveness of the transition programs.  
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Response to Carolyn Smith
Hello Carolyn, great discussion post. As you have noted, when developing the employment vision for students with disabilities, it is prudent for the involved stakeholders to evaluate the strengths and preferences of the concerned students (Ten Sigma, 2016). After evaluating the strengths and preferences of the student, the teacher, together with the parent, should have a clear understanding of whether the student fits into the nurse profession that they dream of or not. In addition, it would be wise to discuss with the student the findings and help them choose a different career but in the same line of profession. For example, settling for a nurse assistant would not largely shatter the dreams of the student.  
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Response to Mazal Behar
Hello Mazal, getting employment opportunities and the skills to live independent life are among the postsecondary goals among students with learning disabilities highlighted by the IDEA of 2004. Therefore, postsecondary students with learning disabilities should not be limited to achieving such goals. In addition, it is the responsibility of students with learning disabilities to collect sufficient information, participate in job shadowing and try out several jobs before settling for a final career choice (Ten Sigma, 2016). Such activities are important for self-evaluation. In the given scenario, I think it would be wiser to evaluate the potential of the student as well as consider the arguments given by the student's parents concerning why they think the student would not become a nurse. In case the arguments are genuine, the best option would be to help the student in choosing a different career but in the line of nursing.  
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